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Introduction

Pursuant to Rules 30 and 30A, Sergeant Bergdahl respectfully moves to file 

the attached documents in support of his petition for reconsideration. The attached 

documents were obtained under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 

§ 552, on September 15, 2020. We submit these supplemental matters because they 

concern a fact that, in conjunction with other matters previously addressed, would 

lead an objective observer, fully informed of all the facts and circumstances, to har­

bor a significant doubt about the fairness of the proceedings. See United States v. 

Boyce, 16 M.J. 242, 249 (C.A.A.F. 2017). If, as the Court indicated, the “intolerable 

strain” issue is a close one, the attached documents are the straw that breaks the 

camel’s back.

Facts

1. The trial judge was Colonel Jeffery R. Nance. On January 12, 2016, in re­

sponse to voir dire by the defense, he stated that he had a mandatory retirement date 

of November 2018 and was unaware of any matter which might be grounds for chal­

lenging him. R. at 13-14.

2. On October 16, 2017, Judge Nance accepted Sergeant Bergdahl’s pleas. R. 

at 1676.

3. Also on October 16, 2017, President Trump made remarks in the Rose Gar­

den about Sergeant Bergdahl and this court-martial. His remarks ratified the many
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disparaging comments he had made about Sergeant Bergdahl before the 2017 Inau­

guration. See generally Def. Video Exhibit.

4. New documents show that on that same day, October 16, 2017, Judge 

Nance applied for a position as an immigration judge at the Department of Justice’s 

Executive Office of Immigration Review. His application package, which was not a 

public document, highlighted the fact that he was the “presiding judge in U.S. v. 

SGT Robert Bergdahl... [and] [s]uffice it to say, it has received significant national 

and international media attention and involves many complex issues.” The sole writ­

ing sample Judge Nance submitted was his February 24, 2017 order denying the 

defense’s first UCI motion concerning President Trump’s comments against Ser­

geant Bergdahl.

5. The Department of Justice is an executive department. As such, it falls un­

der the control and overall supervision of the President of the United States. The 

Executive Office of Immigration Review hires attorneys to serve as immigration 

judges. These hiring decisions are discretionary and appointments are personally 

made by the Attorney General. The Attorney General is a member of the Cabinet 

and advises the President on all matters arising under the laws of the United States, 

28 U.S.C. § 511, including matters of military justice such as changes to the Manual 

for Courts-Martial, see Exec. Order No. 11,030; 28 C.F.R. § 0.25(b), and clemency
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matters. See Margaret Colgate Love, War Crimes, Pardons and the Attorney Gen­

eral, Lawfare, May 22, 2019.

6. On October 17, 2017, Sergeant Bergdahl filed a renewed motion to dismiss 

based on President Trump’s Rose Garden ratification of his pre-inauguration state­

ments vilifying Sergeant Bergdahl. D APP 108.

7. Judge Nance conducted a mid-trial hearing on the renewed motion on Oc­

tober 23, 2017. In that hearing, trial counsel was afforded an opportunity to conduct 

further voir dire of the military judge. Judge Nance stated: “I’m what’s referred to 

as a terminal Colonel, which means I’m not going anywhere but the retirement pas­

tures. And that’s in almost a year from now.” Tr. at 1724. Regarding his susceptibil­

ity to outside influence, Judge Nance said: “So that’s a long way of saying, ‘No, no 

effect on me whatsoever.’ I don’t expect to go anywhere but back home as soon as 

the Army is done with me in a year.” Id. He did not disclose that, only a week before, 

he had applied for a position with the Justice Department; that he had highlighted 

his role in Sergeant Bergdahl’s case; or that he had made his earlier rejection of the 

defense’s motion about President Trump’s actions the centerpiece of his job appli­

cation.

8. On October 30, 2017, Judge Nance denied the defense’s renewed motion. 

JA 406. He found as a fact that while Sergeant Bergdahl had elected trial by judge 

alone, and that President Trump is the commander in chief over all of the military
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including himself, “I [Judge Nance] have no hope for or ambition for promotion 

beyond my current rank. ... I am completely unaffected by any opinions President 

Trump may have about SGT Bergdahl. ... As far as I know, President Trump has 

never said anything about me as a military judge or otherwise.” JA 407 2(i). He

concluded that the government had met its evidentiary burden of proving beyond a 

reasonable doubt that President Trump’s statements did not create an intolerable 

strain on public confidence in the military justice system and that an objective, in­

formed observer, fully informed of all the facts and circumstances, would not harbor 

a significant doubt about the fairness of the proceedings. JA 409 6(c). In support

of this conclusion, Judge Nance asserted that he was immune from any outside in­

fluence: “The evidence establishes beyond a reasonable doubt that I ... hold no fear 

of any repercussions from anyone if they do not agree with my sentence in this case.” 

Id.

9. Judge Nance sentenced Sergeant Bergdahl on November 2, 2017 and au­

thenticated the record on April 28, 2018.

10. Judge Nance never disclosed to the defense that he had applied for a posi­

tion as an immigration judge; when he began thinking about becoming an immigra­

tion judge; when he began working on his application; the status of his candidacy; 

or any negotiations over his hiring, pay grade, prospective duty assignment, ultimate 

acceptance, or start date.
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11. Sometime between October 16, 2017 and September 28, 2018 - the pre­

cise date is unknown to us - the Justice Department hired Judge Nance. A September 

28, 2018 press release from the Justice Department’s Executive Office for Immigra­

tion Review listed new hires and stated in part, “Attorney General Jeff Sessions ap­

pointed Jeffery R. Nance to begin hearing cases in October 2018.”

12. Judge Nance retired from the Army in the rank of Colonel on November 

1,2018.

13. Sergeant Bergdahl’s counsel received the attached documents on Septem­

ber 15,2020.

Argument

Supplementation of the record is warranted because a pivotal portion of the

Opinion of the Court relied on Judge Nance’s apparent independence and immunity

from outside influence. The majority wrote:

Thus, an objective, disinterested observer would conclude that rather 
than being swayed by outside forces, the military judge was notably 
impervious to them. Indeed, it can be said that this result—whether one 
agrees with it or not—stands as a testament to the strength and inde­
pendence of the military justice system. Therefore, assertions of an ap­
pearance of unlawful command influence are once again unavailing.

Maj. Op. at 23 (emphasis added). In light of the proffered documents, an objective

observer apprised of all of the facts and circumstances would know - as neither

counsel nor this Court knew until now - that in the middle of Sergeant Bergdahl’s
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trial Judge Nance submitted a job application to President Trump’s Justice Depart­

ment. What’s more, Judge Nance denied Sergeant Bergdahl’s UCI motion based on 

his assurance that he was immune from influence from President Trump or anybody 

else. These facts must be considered in determining whether the government had 

carried its “evidentiary burden” beyond a reasonable doubt on the apparent UCI 

claim.

Applying the same standard of imputation as the Court applied in its decision, 

the disinterested observer would know that a military judge should “disqualify him­

self or herself in any proceedings in which that military judge’s impartiality might 

reasonably be questioned,” R.C.M. 902(a), and that the military judge here failed to 

disclose material that could have led to that recusal. This imputed knowledge pre­

cludes a finding that the government carried its burden of proof beyond a reasonable 

doubt.

In In re Al-Nashiri, 921 F.3d 224, 234 (D.C. Cir. 2019), the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit held that Military Commissions Rule 

902(a), which mirrors R.C.M. 902(a), focuses “not on whether a military judge har­

bored actual bias, but rather on what ‘would appear to a reasonable person... know­

ing all the circumstances.’” (Quoting Liljeberg v. Health Servs. Acquisition Corp., 

486 U.S. 847, 860-61 (1988)). Rule 902(e) permits a ground for disqualification to 

be waived, but only if it is preceded by a full disclosure on the record of the basis
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for the disqualification.

In Nashiri, Judge Vance Spath,1 an Air Force military judge assigned to pre­

side over a military commission at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, also applied for a job as 

an immigration judge. 921 F.3d at 227. He also applied while presiding over a high- 

profile case. Id. He did not disclose the fact of his application, much less its details, 

to the defense. Id. As here, the facts were only uncovered later through a FOIA re­

quest rather than affirmative disclosure. Id. Judge Spath’s job application also em­

phasized the high-profile case that was presently before him, and also included as 

his writing sample an opinion from that case that was favorable to the government. 

Id. Judge Spath, like Judge Nance, also made numerous pre-trial rulings against the 

accused while his job application was in preparation or pending.2 Id. at 228.

The District of Columbia Circuit had no hesitation in concluding that Judge 

Spath’s conduct was of a nature to “undermine his apparent neutrality.” Id. at 237.

1 In addition to Judge Spath, whose conduct prompted the D.C. Circuit to issue a 
writ of mandamus disqualifying him, two other military commission judges had to 
be replaced when their own pursuit of employment as immigration judges came to 
light.
2 Here, Judge Nance ruled against Sergeant Bergdahl on numerous dispositive mo­
tions in the lead-up to trial including unreasonable multiplication of charges, D APP 
94; the legal insufficiency of Charge I, D APPs 66, 98; the legal insufficiency of 
Charge II, D APP 65; disqualification of the convening authority, D APP 34; and 
lack of personal jurisdiction due to the unlawful involuntary extension of Sergeant 
Bergdahl’s enlistment contract. D APP 97.
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Here, as in Nashiri, “in his job application packet, [Judge Nance] chose to emphasize 

his role as the presiding judge over [this case] . . . and he even supplied an order 

from [this] case as his writing sample. [Judge Nance] thus affirmatively called the 

Justice Department’s attention to his handling of [this] case, making his performance 

as presiding judge a key point in his argument for employment.” Id. While Judge 

Nance “made sure to tell the Justice Department about his assignment to [this case], 

he was not so forthcoming to [Sergeant Bergdahl]. At no point. . . after submitting 

his application did [Judge Nance] disclose his efforts to secure employment with the 

Executive Office for Immigration Review. Indeed, perhaps most remarkably,” 

[Judge Nance] mused about his future retirement. Id. “Given this lack of candor, a 

reasonable observer might wonder whether the judge had done something worth 

concealing.” Id.

There are of course differences in the two cases. Nashiri obtained relief on a 

writ of mandamus; Bergdahl is here on direct appellate review. Nashiri involved a 

DOJ attorney who had appeared with the government; Bergdahl concerns influence 

on an individual court-martial by the President of the United States who oversees 

DOJ. Although neither judge disclosed his job application to the accused, Judge 

Spath’s emerged while he was still detailed to Nashiri, while Judge Nance’s re­

mained secret until well after completion of the trial.

The standards for judicial disqualification hew closely to those for apparent
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unlawful command influence. Because both turn on the appearance of fairness to a 

member of the general public, the reasoning in Nashiri can and should inform this 

Court’s consideration of Sergeant Bergdahl’s claim. Echoing this Court’s reasoning, 

“Unbiased, impartial adjudicators are the cornerstone of any system of justice wor­

thy of the label.” Nashiri, 921 F.3d at 233-34. Echoing the standards for apparent 

UCI, Nashiri focused not on whether the military judge harbored actual bias, but 

rather how the issue would “appear to a reasonable person ... knowing all the cir­

cumstances.” Id. at 234 (quoting Liljeberg, 486 U.S. at 860-61). See also id. at 864 

(“[Jjustice must satisfy the appearance of fairness.”). Finally, paralleling the “intol­

erable strain” test for apparent UCI, the court in Nashiri concluded that Judge 

Spath’s conduct “cast an intolerable cloud of partiality over his subsequent judicial 

conduct. Al-Nashiri thus has a clear and indisputable right to relief.” Nashiri, 921 

F.3d at 237.

As in Nashiri, a reasonable person would question the impartiality of Judge 

Nance in Bergdahl. Judge Nance—

• denied a defense motion about a President who tarnished the accused,

• basing that denial on assurances that the judge could not be influenced,

• while applying for a job to work under that very President,

® in the midst of the accused’s trial,

• though not disclosing the job application,
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• which featured a writing sample in which he ruled for the government,

• about the same President’s conduct

• towards the same accused

• in the same case.

A reasonable person would also think that Judge Nance had concealed his 

hope for employment in the Executive Branch over which the President presides. 

Judge Nance bolstered his denial of the renewed UCI motion by claiming that as a 

retiring Colonel he was immune from influence. He stated that he was heading for 

“retirement pastures” and added, “I don’t expect to go anywhere but back home as 

soon as the Army is done with me in a year.” When he made those statements, the 

ink was barely dry on the job application he had filed only days before.

Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, the Court should permit the filing of the attached 

documents and consider them in connection with the petition for reconsideration.

Respectfully submitted,
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Certificate of Compliance with Rule 37(a)

This motion complies with the typeface and type style requirements of Rule

37(a).

Franklin D. Rosenblatt

Certificate of Filing and Service

I certify that I filed and served the foregoing motion on September 18, 2020, 

by emailing copies thereof to the Clerk of the Court, the Government Appellate Di­

vision, and the amici curiae.

Franklin D. Rosenblatt

12



U.S. Department of Justice
Executive Office for Immigration Review
Office of the General Counsel

5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2150
Falls Church, Virginia 22041

September 15, 2020

Via E-mail at 
Franklin Rosenblatt

Re: 2020-60055

Dear Mr. Rosenblatt:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated August 27, 
2020 to the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) in which you request records related 
to Immigration Judge Jeffrey Nance’s application for employment at EOIR.

A search was conducted and records responsive to your request were located. With respect to your 
request for records related to a current federal employee, it is well-established that civilian federal 
employees who are not involved in in law enforcement or sensitive occupations have no 
expectation of privacy with respect to the parts of their successful employment applications that 
show their qualifications for their positions. In that regard, we are granting partial access to records 
responsive to your request.

Certain information within the records is exempt from disclosure under the Freedom of Information 
Act pursuant to FOIA Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), which concerns material the release of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 
2010).  This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  
This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an 
indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.  See http://www.justice.gov/oip/ 
foiapost/2012foiapost9.html.

You may contact the FOIA Officer or the EOIR FOIA Public Liaison by e-mail at 
EOIR.FOIARequests@USDOJ.GOV or by telephone number (703) 605-1297 for any further 
assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request.  Please reference the FOIA control number.
Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the 
National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they 
offer.  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, Room 2510, 8601 Adelphi Road, College 
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Subject: 2020-60055

Park, Maryland 20740-6001; e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free at 
(877) 684-6448; or facsimile at (202) 741-5769.

If you are not satisfied with the Executive Office for Immigration Review’s determination in 
response to this request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of 
Information Policy (OIP), United States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by 
creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked 
or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of this response to your request. If you 
submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.”

Sincerely,

Shelley M. O’Hara
Attorney Advisor (FOIA)

SHELLEY O'HARA
Digitally signed by SHELLEY 
O'HARA 
Date: 2020.09.15 15:54:41 -04'00'
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Executive Office for Immigration Review 
Swears in 46 Immigration Judges  

 
 
Assistant Chief Immigration Judges 
 
John R. Doolittle, II, Assistant Chief Immigration Judge, Houston Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed John R. Doolittle, II, to begin supervisory immigration 
court duties and hearing cases in October 2018. He will oversee the Houston Immigration Court. 
Judge Doolittle earned a Bachelor of Science in 1989 from the University of Tampa, a Juris 
Doctor in 1994 from the Washburn University School of Law, and a Master of Science in 2014 
from the U.S. Army War College. He recently retired as a colonel and judge advocate from the 
U.S. Army. From 2004 to 2017, he was judge advocate for the U.S. Army in the following 
locations: Fort Knox, Kentucky; Naval Air Station Pensacola, Florida; Parwan, Afghanistan; Fort 
Gillem, Georgia; and Fort McPherson, Georgia. From 2000 to 2004, he was a trial 
attorney/assistant chief counsel with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of 
Homeland Security, in Atlanta. From 1998 to 2000, he was a trial attorney/assistant district 
counsel with Immigration and Naturalization Service, Department of Justice, in Harlingen, 
Texas. From 1994 to 1998, he was an active duty judge advocate with the U.S. Army at Fort 
Benning and Fort McPherson, Georgia. Judge Doolittle is a member of the State Bar of Georgia.  
 
Sirce E. Owen, Assistant Chief Immigration Judge, Atlanta Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Sirce E. Owen to begin supervisory immigration court 
duties and hearing cases in October 2018. She will oversee the following immigration courts: 
Atlanta, Charlotte, and Stewart. Judge Owen earned a Bachelor of Science in 1996 from Johns 
Hopkins University, a Master of Business Administration in 2002 from Georgia State University, 
and a Juris Doctor in 2005 from Georgia State University. From 2016 to 2018, she was a deputy 
chief counsel in the Office of Chief Counsel, Office of the Principal Legal Advisor, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), in Atlanta. From 
2008 to 2016, she was an assistant chief counsel with ICE, DHS, in Atlanta. From 2005 to 2008, 
she was an associate attorney with Mozley, Finlayson & Loggins LLP, in Atlanta. Judge Owen is 
a member of the State Bar of Georgia. 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:PAO.EOIR@usdoj.gov


EOIR Swears in 46 Immigration Judges  
Page 2 
  

Communications and Legislative Affairs Division 
 

Immigration Judges 
 
Janette L. Allen, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Janette L. Allen to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Allen earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2004 from Trinity University and a Juris Doctor 
in 2008 from American University. From 2016 to 2018, she served as senior litigation counsel 
for Office of Immigration Litigation, Civil Division, Department of Justice. From 2008 to 2016, 
she was a trial attorney with the same office, where she entered on duty as a law clerk in 2007 
through the Attorney General’s Honors Program. Judge Allen is a member of the Maryland State 
Bar. 
 
Eric C. Bales, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Eric C. Bales to begin hearing cases in October 2018. 
Judge Bales earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1998 from Texas A&M University and a Juris Doctor 
in 2008 from the Ave Maria School of Law. From 2016 to 2018, he was an assistant chief 
counsel, Office of the Chief Counsel, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), in Dallas. From 2010 to 2016, he was an assistant chief counsel, 
Office of the Chief Counsel, ICE, DHS, in San Antonio, Texas. From 2008 to 2010, he was a 
general attorney with the Office of Associate Chief Counsel, Customs and Border Protection, 
DHS, in Miami. He has been a judge advocate with the Texas Army National Guard since 2014. 
Judge Bales is a member of the State Bar of Texas. 
 
Audra R. Behné, Immigration Judge, Falls Church Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Audra R. Behné to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Behné earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1992 from California State University, 
Northridge, and a Juris Doctor in 1995 from the Southwestern University School of Law. From 
2014 to 2018, she was senior pro bono coordinating attorney for Kids In Need of Defense in Los 
Angeles. From 2004 to 2018, she was an attorney in private practice. From 2001 to 2004, she 
was an associate attorney for Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP, in Los Angeles. From 
1996 to 2001, she was a senior attorney with Korenberg, Abramowitz & Feldun in Encino, 
California. Judge Behné is a member of the State Bar of California.  
 
M. Audrey Carr, Immigration Judge, Bloomington Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed M. Audrey Carr to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Carr earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1986 from Earlham College, a Master of Business 
Administration in 1994 from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and a Juris Doctor in 1997 from 
St. Mary’s University School of Law. From 2009 to 2018, she was director of immigration and 
special programs with Legal Services NYC in New York. From 2007 to 2009, she was an 
attorney with the Westchester Hispanic Coalition in Mount Vernon, New York. From 2006 to 
2007, she was an attorney in private practice in Carmel, New York. From 2000 to 2006, she was 
an attorney with the Michael H. Davis Law Office, P.A. in Minneapolis. From 1998 to 2000, she 
was a staff attorney with the Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights in Minneapolis. Judge Carr 
is a member of the New York State Bar.  
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Julian Castaneda, Immigration Judge, Eloy Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Julian Castaneda to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Castaneda earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1997 from the University of Texas at San 
Antonio and a Juris Doctor in 2005 from the University of South Dakota School of Law. From 
2016 to 2018, he served as an assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern District of Texas in Laredo, Texas. From 2014 to 2016, he was an assistant district 
attorney with the Starr County District Attorney’s Office in Rio Grande City, Texas. From 2013 
to 2014, he was an assistant county attorney in Starr County. From 2011 to 2012, he was an 
assistant district attorney with the Starr County District Attorney’s Office in Rio Grande City, 
Texas. From 2008 to 2011, he was an assistant criminal district attorney in the Hildago County 
Office of the Criminal District Attorney in Edinburg, Texas. Judge Castaneda is a member of the 
State Bar of Texas.  
 
Hye Y. Chon, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Hye Y. Chon to begin hearing cases in October 2018. 
Judge Chon earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1995 from the University of California, Los Angeles, 
and a Juris Doctor in 1999 from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law in San 
Francisco. From 2006 to 2018, she was an assistant chief counsel with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, in Los Angeles. From 2011 to 2012, she served 
as a special assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of 
California in Los Angeles. From 2002 to 2006, she was an attorney with the California Supreme 
Court in San Francisco. From 1999 to 2002, she was a deputy attorney general with the 
California Office of the Attorney General in Los Angeles. Judge Chon is a member of the State 
Bar of California.  
 
Grady A. Crooks, Immigration Judge, LaSalle Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Grady A. Crooks to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Crooks earned a Bachelor of Science in 1996 from North Dakota State University, a 
Master of Arts in 1999 from The George Washington University, and a Juris Doctor in 2004 
from the Rutgers University School of Law. In 2017, he served as an assistant U.S. attorney at 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Louisiana in Shreveport, Louisiana. From 
2005 to 2016, he was an attorney for the U.S. Air Force in the following locations: Barksdale Air 
Force Base, Louisiana; Guantánamo Bay, Cuba; Hurlburt Field, Florida; International Security 
Assistance Force in Kabul, Afghanistan; Baghdad, Iraq; Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida; and 
Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. Judge Crooks is a member of the District of Columbia Bar.  
 
Samuel M. Factor, Immigration Judge, New York City Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Samuel M. Factor to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Factor earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1995 and a Bachelor of Science in 2002, both 
from the City University of New York, College of Staten Island, and a Juris Doctor in 1998 from 
the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. From 2010 to 2018, he was an administrative law 
judge with the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, State of New York, in Brooklyn. 
From 2007 to 2010, he was an agency attorney with the Department of Homeless Services, City 
of New York. Judge Factor is a member of the New York State Bar and District of Columbia 
Bar. 
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Emily N. Farrar-Crockett, Immigration Judge, Falls Church Immigration Adjudication 
Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Emily N. Farrar-Crockett to begin hearing cases in 
October 2018. Judge Farrar-Crockett earned a Bachelor of Science in 1997 from Murray State 
University and a Juris Doctor in 2001 from Tulane Law School. From 2015 to 2018, she was an 
immigration attorney in private practice in Louisville, Kentucky. From 2013 to 2015, she was an 
associate immigration attorney with McClain DeWees, PLLC, in Louisville. From 2001 to 2013, 
she was an attorney with the Louisville Metro Public Defender Office. In the same office, 
concurrently from 2006 to 2013, she was the deputy division chief of the Juvenile Trial Division. 
Judge Farrar-Crockett is a member of the Kentucky Bar.  
 
Lorely Ramirez Fernandez, Immigration Judge, Otero Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Lorely Ramirez Fernandez to begin hearing cases in 
October 2018. Judge Fernandez earned a Bachelor in Business Administration in 2001 from Our 
Lady of the Lake University and a Juris Doctor in 2004 from the University of Houston Law 
Center. From 2007 to 2016, she was an assistant chief counsel, and from 2016 to 2018 a senior 
attorney, with the Office of the Principal Legal Advisor, Immigration Customs Enforcement, 
Department of Homeland Security, in El Paso, Texas. In 2007, she was a staff attorney with Las 
Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center in El Paso. From 2005 to 2007, she was an associate with 
Spector & Spector in El Paso. Judge Fernandez is a member of the Texas State Bar.  
 
Laura C. Figueroa, Immigration Judge, San Francisco Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Laura C. Figueroa to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Figueroa earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2003 from the University of Texas at San 
Antonio and a Juris Doctor in 2007 from the Southern Methodist University Dedman School of 
Law. From 2017 to 2018, she was an immigration attorney in private practice. From 2013 to 
2016, she was an attorney and partner with Figueroa & Jiménez, PLLC. From 2010 to 2013, she 
was an immigration attorney in private practice. From 2008 to 2010, she was an associate 
attorney with the Law Offices of Gerald M. Gonzales, P.C. All positions were in San Antonio, 
Texas. Judge Figueroa is a member of the Texas State Bar. 
 
Charles Neil Floyd, Immigration Judge, Tacoma Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Charles Neil Floyd to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Floyd earned a Bachelor of Science in 1991 from Harding University and a Juris 
Doctor in 1997 from the University of Arkansas School of Law. From 2009 to 2018, he was an 
assistant chief counsel with Immigration Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland 
Security, in Tacoma, Washington. From 2004 to 2009, he served as an assistant U.S. attorney at 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia. From 1998 to 2004, he was a judge 
advocate with the U.S. Army in Fort Benning, Georgia and Joint Base Lewis-McChord near 
Tacoma, Washington. In 2016, he also deployed to Bagdad, Iraq. Judge Floyd is a member of the 
Arkansas Bar and the Washington State Bar.  
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Leon J. Francis, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Leon J. Francis to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Francis earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1993 from Boise State University, a Juris 
Doctor in 1996 from Gonzaga University School of Law, and a Master of Laws in 2009 from the 
Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School. From 1996 to 2018, he was a judge 
advocate with the U.S. Marine Corps in the following locations: Kaneohe, Hawaii; Camp 
Pendleton, California; Pentagon, Washington, D.C.; Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan; and Yuma, 
Arizona. He served as a military judge for the last six years of his military career. Judge Francis 
is a member of the Idaho State Bar.  
 
Steven B. Fuller, Immigration Judge, LaSalle Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Steven B. Fuller to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Fuller earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1997 from Auburn University and a Juris Doctor 
in 2000 from Regent University School of Law. From 2016 to 2018, he was an assistant chief 
counsel with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) in Lumpkin, Georgia. From 2014 to 2016, he was an associate attorney with the Pearson 
Law Firm, P.C., in Belton, Texas. From 2009 to 2014, he was an assistant center counsel with 
the U.S. Army at Fort Hood, Texas. From 2008 to 2009, he was an assistant chief counsel with 
ICE, DHS, in Lumpkin, Georgia. From 2001 to 2008, he was an attorney with the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps in these locations: Fort Hood, Texas; Fort Benning, Georgia; 
and Tikrit, Iraq. Judge Fuller is a member of the Texas State Bar and the Kentucky Bar.  
 
Marni Guerrero, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Marni Guerrero to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Guerrero earned a Bachelor of Science in 1999 from Arizona State University, a 
Juris Doctor in 2003 from the Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, 
and a Master of International Affairs in 2010 from the Columbia University School of 
International and Public Affairs. From 2017 to 2018, she was an assistant chief counsel with 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security. From 2013 to 2017, 
she was in private practice. From 2010 to 2013, she served as an assistant U.S. attorney at the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Arizona. From 2003 to 2008, she was an attorney with 
Roush, McCracken, Guerrero, Miller & Ortega in Arizona. Judge Guerrero is a member of the 
State Bar of Arizona.  
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Monica Thompson Guidry, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication 
Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Monica Thompson Guidry to begin hearing cases in 
October 2018. Judge Guidry earned a Bachelor of Science in 1984 and a Master of Arts degree in 
1987 from Sam Houston State University. She earned a Juris Doctor in 1997 from South Texas 
College of Law. From 2009 to 2018, she was a deputy chief counsel with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), in Houston. From 2002 
to 2009, she was an assistant district counsel and an assistant chief counsel with ICE, DHS, first 
in Los Angeles and later in Houston. From 2000 to 2002, she was an attorney and regulatory 
specialist with the Alfred Mann Institute at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. 
From 1998 to 2000, she was an attorney with the U.S. Department of Labor in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Judge Guidry is a member of the State Bar of Texas.  
 
Brandon L. Hart, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Brandon L. Hart to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Hart earned a Bachelor of Science in 1993 from Brigham Young University, a Juris 
Doctor in 1996 from the University of Utah, and a Master of Laws in 2007 from McGill 
University. From 1996 to 2018, he was a judge advocate with the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a 
colonel, in the following locations: Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi; Kadena Air Base, 
Okinawa, Japan; Grand Forks Air Base, North Dakota; Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska; Balad 
Air Base, Iraq; Yokota Air Base, Japan; Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada; Incirlik Air Base, 
Turkey; and Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii. Judge Hart is a member of the Utah State Bar and 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
 
Alice Song Hartye, Immigration Judge, York Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Alice Song Hartye to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Hartye earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2000 from Dickinson College and a Juris 
Doctor in 2005 from the Pennsylvania State University. From 2006 to 2018, she was an assistant 
chief counsel with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security in 
York, Pennsylvania and Phoenix. From 2014 to 2015 and 2012 to 2013, she served as a special 
assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. From 2005 to 2006, she was a judicial law clerk, entering on duty 
through the Attorney General’s Honors Program, with immigration courts in Dallas and El Paso, 
Texas. Judge Hartye is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar.  
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Richard C. Jacobs, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Richard C. Jacobs to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Jacobs earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1992 from Sonoma State University, a Master 
of Arts degree in 1994 from San Francisco State University, and a Juris Doctor in 2000 from the 
University of Miami School of Law. From 2008 to 2018, he was assistant chief counsel and then 
deputy chief counsel with the Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland 
Security, in Miami and Orlando. From 2010 to 2012, this service included being a special 
assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Florida. From 
2000 to 2008, he was an assistant state attorney with the Eleventh Judicial Circuit, State 
Attorney’s Office, in Miami. Judge Jacobs is a member of The Florida Bar.  
 
Jaime Jasso, Immigration Judge, Imperial Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Jaime Jasso to begin hearing cases in October 2018. 
Judge Jasso earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1995 from Stanford University and a Juris Doctor in 
1998 from Whittier Law School. From 2001 to 2018, he was an attorney in private practice. 
From 1999 to 2000, he was an associate attorney and then a managing attorney for the Pasadena 
Legal Center in Pasadena, California. Judge Jasso is a member of the State Bar of California. 
 
Carlos R. Juelle, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Carlos R. Juelle to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Juelle earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1989 from the University of California, Los 
Angeles, and a Juris Doctor in 1996 from Pepperdine University School of Law. From 2002 to 
2018, he was a managing partner with Herrera & Juelle, LLP, in Downey, California. From 1997 
to 2000, he was an attorney with Stein Shostak Shostak & O’Hara in Los Angeles. Judge Juelle 
is a member of the State Bar of California. 
 
Brent H. Landis, Immigration Judge, LaSalle Immigration Court  
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Brent H. Landis to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Landis earned a Bachelor of Science in 1982 from Metropolitan State University 
and a Juris Doctor in 1985 from DePaul University. From 2000 to 2018, he was a senior attorney 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, in Phoenix. 
From 1989 to 2011, he was an attorney with the Judge Advocate General’s Corps, U.S. Air Force 
in the following locations: Luke Air Force Base, Arizona; Air Reserve Personnel Center, 
Colorado; Washington, D.C.; Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico; and Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, California. From 1986 to 1987, he was a staff attorney with Levine, Shifrin & 
Associates in Schaumburg, Illinois. Judge Landis is a member of the Illinois State Bar and 
Colorado State Bar.  
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Joseph T. Leonard, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Joseph T. Leonard to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Leonard earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1999 from Texas A&M University and a Juris 
Doctor in 2002 from the University of Texas School of Law. From 2008 to 2018, he served as an 
assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Texas, first in 
Brownsville and later in McAllen. From 2005 to 2008, he was an assistant district attorney in 
Hidalgo County, Texas. In 2005, he was an attorney in private practice. From 2003 to 2005, he 
was an assistant county attorney in Williamson County, Texas. From 2002 to 2003, he was an 
associate with Fitzbaugh & Elliott, P.C., in Houston. Judge Leonard is a member of the State Bar 
of Texas. 
 
Hugo R. Martinez, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Hugo R. Martinez to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Martinez earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2001 from Texas Wesleyan University and a 
Juris Doctor in 2004 from Texas A&M University School of Law. From 2010 to 2018, he served 
as an assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Texas in 
Corpus Christi, Texas. From 2005 to 2010 he was assistant district attorney for the Tarrant 
County District Attorney’s Office in Fort Worth, Texas. In 2004, he was a law clerk with the 
Reina, Bates & Kowaski Immigration Law Group in Dallas. Judge Martinez is a member of the 
State Bar of Texas. 
Judge Martinez is a member of the State Bar of Texas. 
 
Nicholas A. Martz, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Nicholas A. Martz to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Martz earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1998 from Boston College, a Juris Doctor in 
2007 from Florida State University, and a Master of Laws degree in 2012 from the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School. He served in the Marine Corps as a Judge 
Advocate from 2007 to 2018 and as a Marine officer from 1998 to 2018. Judge Martz is a 
member of The Florida Bar and the Washington State Bar. 
 
Todd A. Masters, Immigration Judge, Boston Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Todd A. Masters to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Masters earned a Bachelor of Science in 1992 from the U.S. Naval Academy, a 
Master of Arts degree in 1993 from the University of Maryland at College Park, and a Juris 
Doctor in 2005 from Boston College Law School. From 2008 to 2018, he served as an assistant 
chief counsel and deputy chief counsel for the Office of Chief Counsel, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, in Boston. From 2005 to 2008, he 
served as an assistant district attorney for the Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office, also in 
Boston. From 1992 to 2002, he served in the U.S. Navy. Judge Masters is a member of the 
Massachusetts Bar. 
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Jennifer A. May, Immigration Judge, Fort Worth Immigration Adjudication Center 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Jennifer A. May to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge May earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1992 from William Jewell College and a Juris 
Doctor in 1996 from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. From 2006 to 2018, 
she served as an assistant chief counsel for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department 
of Homeland Security, in Kansas City, Missouri. From 1999 to 2006, she was an assistant 
prosecuting attorney for the Clay County Prosecutor’s Office, Family Support Division, in 
Liberty, Missouri. From 1996 to 1999, she was an assistant prosecuting attorney for the 
Lafayette County Prosecutor’s Office in Lexington, Missouri. Judge May is a member of the 
Kansas Bar and Missouri Bar. 
 
Paul A. McCloskey, Immigration Judge, Arlington Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Paul A. McCloskey to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge McCloskey earned a Bachelor of Science in 1996 from Towson State University and 
a Juris Doctor in 1999 from the University of Maryland School of Law. From 2002 to 2018, he 
served in several positions with the Office of the Principal Legal Advisor, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, in Washington, D.C. From 2016 to 
2018, he was an associate deputy principal legal advisor for Field Legal Operations. From 2014 
to 2016, he was deputy chief of the Criminal Law Section. From 2010 to 2014 he was an 
associate legal advisor in the Criminal Law Section. From 2008 to 2010, he was an associate 
legal advisor in the Enforcement Law Division, serving on a detail as a trial attorney in the 
Domestic Security Section, Criminal Division, Department of Justice. From 2002 to 2008, he 
was an assistant chief counsel in Baltimore and New Orleans. From 2001 to 2002, he was a 
senior immigration officer in the Office of Congressional Relations with the former Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS) in Washington, D.C. From 1999 to 2001, he was a presidential 
management intern with INS in Washington, D.C. Judge McCloskey is a member of the 
Maryland State Bar.  
 
Francisco Mendez, Immigration Judge, Arlington Immigration Court  
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Francisco Mendez to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Mendez earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1992 from Fordham University and a Juris 
Doctor in 1995 from Fordham Law School. From 2011 to 2018, he was an administrative judge 
for the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals, Department of Defense (DOD), in Arlington, 
Virginia. From 2003 to 2011, he was a trial attorney for DOD, also in Arlington. From 1996 to 
2016, he served as a judge advocate in the U.S. Air Force, six years on active duty and 14 years 
in the reserves. Judge Mendez is a member of the New York State Bar.  
 
Abby L. Meyer, Immigration Judge, Omaha Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Abby L. Meyer to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Meyer earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2004 from Simpson College and a Juris Doctor 
in 2007 from the University of Nebraska College of Law. From 2010 to 2018, she served as an 
assistant chief counsel for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), in Atlanta and in Omaha, Nebraska. From 2007 to 2010, she was an 
immigration services officer for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, DHS, in Fairfax, 
Virginia. Judge Meyer is a member of the Virginia State Bar. 
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Jeffrey S. Miller, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Jeffrey S. Miller to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Miller earned a Bachelor of Science in 1996 from Berry College and a Juris Doctor 
in 2006 from Florida Coastal School of Law. From 2010 to 2018, he served as an assistant U.S. 
attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Texas in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. From 2008 to 2010, as a member of the U.S. Coast Guard Judge Advocate General Corps, 
he served as a special assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District 
of Florida in Tampa, Florida. From 2006 to 2008, he served as an assistant state attorney in 
Jacksonville, Florida. From 2005 to present, he continues to serve in the U.S. Coast Guard 
Reserves Legal Services Command in Alameda, California. Judge Miller is a member of The 
Florida State Bar. 
 
Dion A. Morwood, Immigration Judge, San Francisco Immigration Court  
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Dion A. Morwood to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Morwood earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2000 from Utah State University and a Juris 
Doctor in 2008 from Brigham Young University. From 2014 to 2018, he served as deputy chief 
counsel with the Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA), Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in Adelanto, California. From 
2009 to 2014, he served as an assistant chief counsel with OPLA, ICE, DHS, in Adelanto, 
California and Florence, Arizona. From 2008 to 2009, he served as a judicial law clerk and 
attorney advisor with the Executive Office for Immigration Review, Department of Justice, 
entering on duty through the Attorney General’s Honors Program. From 1997 to 2004, he served 
in the Utah Army National Guard. Judge Morwood is a member of the Utah State Bar. 
 
Jeffery R. Nance, Immigration Judge, Stewart Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Jeffery R. Nance to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Nance earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1985 from Brigham Young University, a Juris 
Doctor from the J. Reuben Clarke School of Law, also at Brigham Young University, in 1988, 
and a Master of Laws degree in 1997 from the Judge Advocate General's Legal Center and 
School. From 1998 to 2018, he was an attorney, circuit judge, and chief circuit judge with the 
U.S. Army in the following locations: Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; 
Vilseck, Germany; Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Gordon, Georgia; Heidelberg, Germany; Baghdad, 
Iraq; Vicenza, Italy, Bad Kreuznach, Germany; Okinawa, Japan; and Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
Judge Nance is a member of the District of Columbia Bar and Utah State Bar.  
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Brian T. Palmer, Immigration Judge, New York Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Brian T. Palmer to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Palmer earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1982 from the Brockport State University of 
New York, a Juris Doctor in 1986 from the Western New England College School of Law, and a 
Masters of Law in 1992 from The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School. From 
1987 to 2018, he served as an attorney, judge, and commanding officer in the U.S. Marine Corps 
in the following locations: Washington, D.C.; Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; Parris Island, 
South Carolina; Norfolk, Virginia; Okinawa, Japan; Stuttgart, Germany; Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii; 
and Cherry Point, North Carolina. Additionally, he served in combat zone deployments to Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Kosovo, and Afghanistan. From 1986 to 1987, he was a private practice 
associate attorney in East Hartford, Connecticut. Judge Palmer is a member of the Connecticut 
Bar, Hawaii Bar, and the District of Columbia Bar.  
 
Sebastian T. Patti, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Sebastian T. Patti to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Patti earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1975 from Duke University and a Juris Doctor in 
1978 from the University of Kansas School of Law. From 2011 to 2018, he was presiding judge 
with the Domestic Violence Division, Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. From 2010 to 
2011, he was a judge with the Chancery Division, Circuit Court of Cook County. From 2009 to 
2010, he was a judge with the Illinois Appellate Court in Chicago. From 1998 to 2009, he was a 
supervising judge with the Housing Section, Circuit Court of Cook County. From 1995 to 1998, 
he was a judge with the Circuit Court of Cook County. From 1979 to 1995, he was a regional 
counsel for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Chicago. Judge Patti is a member of 
the Kansas Bar and the Illinois State Bar. 
 
Anne Kristina Perry, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Anne Kristina Perry to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Perry earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1978 from the University of California, Los 
Angeles, and a Juris Doctor in 1981 from the Loyola Law School. From 1991 to 2018, she 
served as an assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of 
California in San Diego. From 2007 to 2018, she also served as a volunteer judge pro tempore 
for the San Diego Superior Court. From 1987 to 1991, she served as an assistant U.S. attorney at 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Nevada. From 1983 to 1987, she was a deputy 
attorney general with the State of Nevada. From 1982 to 1983, she was a deputy district attorney 
in Clark County, Nevada. Judge Perry is a member of the Nevada State Bar and the State Bar of 
California.  
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Arya S. Ranasinghe, Immigration Judge, Newark Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Arya S. Ranasinghe to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Ranasinghe earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2002 from the State University of New 
York at Stony Brook and a Juris Doctor in 2006 from the Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg 
Law Center. From 2008 to 2018, she served as an assistant chief counsel for the Office of Chief 
Counsel, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security, in Newark, 
New Jersey. From 2007 to 2008, she was an associate attorney at Christophe & Associates, P.C. 
in New York City. Judge Ranasinghe is a member of the New Jersey State Bar and the New 
York State Bar. 
 
Anita L. Simons, Immigration Judge, Los Angeles Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Anita L. Simons to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Simons earned dual Bachelor of Arts degrees in 1999 from the University of 
Arizona and a Juris Doctor in 2005 from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of 
Law. From 2013 to 2018, she served as an administrative law judge with the Executive Hearing 
Office, Arizona Department of Transportation. From 2007 to 2013, she was a deputy county 
attorney with the Criminal Division, Pima County Attorney’s Office, in Arizona. Judge Simons 
is a member of the State Bar of Arizona. 
 
Vance H. Spath, Immigration Judge, Arlington Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Vance H. Spath to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Spath earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1987 from Virginia Wesleyan University, a Juris 
Doctor in 1991 from Quinnipiac University, and a Master of Laws in 2001 from the Judge 
Advocate General’s Legal Center and School. From 1993 to 2018, he was an attorney and judge 
with the U.S. Air Force in the following locations: Joint Base Andrews, Maryland; Kadena Air 
Base, Japan; Travis Air Force Base, California; F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyoming; Bolling 
Air Force Base, Maryland; Shriever Air Force Base, Colorado; Randolph Air Force Base, 
Colorado; Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio; Randolph Air Force Base, Texas; and 
Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany. Judge Spath is a member of the New York State Bar.  
 
Oshea Denise Spencer, Immigration Judge, New York City Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Oshea Denise Spencer to begin hearing cases in 
October 2018. Judge Spencer earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1994 from the University of Texas 
and a Juris Doctor in 1997 from the University of Texas at Austin School of Law. In 2018, she 
was an attorney for the Public Utility Commission of Texas in Austin. From 2005 to 2018, she 
was an associate municipal court judge in Baytown, Texas. From 2003 to 2013, she was an 
assistant district attorney in Richmond, Texas. From 2000 to 2002, she was director of 
scholarship management for NACME, Inc. in New York. From 1997 to 2000, she was an 
assistant district attorney in Bronx, New York. Judge Spencer is a member of the New York 
State Bar and the State Bar of Texas. 
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Shadee M. Star, Immigration Judge, San Francisco Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Shadee M. Star to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Star earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1996 from California State University, Fullerton, 
and a Juris Doctor in 1999 from Stetson University College of Law. From 2010 to 2018, she was 
a senior attorney for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) in Los Angeles. From 2003 to 2010, she was an assistant chief counsel for ICE, 
DHS, also in Los Angeles. From 2000 to 2003, she was an attorney with the Law Office of 
Machiavelli W. Chao in Irvine, California. Judge Star is a member of the State Bar of California.  
 
Brock E. Taylor, Immigration Judge, Otero Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Brock E. Taylor to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Taylor earned a Bachelor of Arts in 2001 from Brigham Young University, a Master 
of Public Policy degree in 2005 from Duke University, and a Juris Doctor in 2005 from Harvard 
Law School. From 2012 to 2018, he served as an assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney's 
Office for the District of New Mexico. From 2010 to 2012, he was an attorney-advisor for the 
National Security Division, DOJ. From 2009 to 2010, he was a law clerk for the Honorable 
Eugene E. Siler, Jr., Circuit Judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in London, 
Kentucky. From 2008 to 2009, he was a law clerk for the Honorable Robert C. Brack, District 
Judge for the U.S. District Court for the District of New Mexico. From 2005 to 2008, he was an 
analyst with the Central Intelligence Agency. Judge Taylor is a member of the District of 
Columbia Bar.  
 
Cassie A. Thogersen, Immigration Judge, LaSalle Immigration Court  
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Cassie A. Thogersen to begin hearing cases in October 
2018. Judge Thogersen earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1993 from Southeastern Louisiana 
University, a Master of Social Work in 1996 from Washington University, and a Juris Doctor in 
1999 from the University of Wisconsin Law School. From 2014 to 2018, she served as deputy 
chief counsel, and from 2008 to 2014 as an assistant chief counsel, in the Office of Chief 
Counsel, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security in Oakdale, 
Louisiana. From 2001 to 2008, she served as a senior attorney advisor in the Office of General 
Counsel, Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in Rockville, Maryland. This 
experience included, in 2006, a detail as a special assistant U.S. attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the District of Columbia. From 1999 to 2001, she was a policy analyst in the Division 
of Regulatory and Legal Affairs, Indian Health Service, HHS, in Rockville, Maryland. Judge 
Thogersen is a member of the Louisiana State Bar.  
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Cynthia Shepherd Torg, Immigration Judge, Arlington Immigration Court 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions appointed Cynthia Shepherd Torg to begin hearing cases in 
October 2018. Judge Torg earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1989 from the University of Virginia and 
a Juris Doctor in 1992 from the University of Virginia School of Law. From 1998 to 2018, she 
was a senior trial attorney for the Organized Crime and Gang Section, Criminal Division, 
Department of Justice (DOJ), in Washington, D.C. From 2004 to 2008, she was chief counsel, 
Human Smuggling and Trafficking Center, Criminal Division, DOJ, in Washington, D.C. From 
1993 to 1998, she was an assistant commonwealth's attorney in Virginia Beach, Virginia. From 
1992 to 1993, she clerked for the Honorable Tommy E. Miller, U.S. District Court in the Eastern 
District of Virginia in Norfolk. Judge Torg is a member of the Virginia State Bar.  
 
 
 

— EOIR — 
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